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Tom's Diner  does exist near Columbia Studios, although it´s actually called 
Tom's Restaurant. Suzanne composed this song while herself sitting in the diner 
and it gave her the inspiration to write this particular piece.  
"Tom's Diner" is undeniably one of Suzanne Vega's best known works and has 
become a true classic, having sold well over a million copies. 
Next time you find yourself in New York City be sure to stop by Tom´s Restaurant 
for coffee. 
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“Tom's Restaurant is located on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, near 
where I used to live. One morning in 1982, it was raining, and I read in the 
paper that an actor had died. I had never heard of him. I was thinking that 
people are selfish and would skip over the news to read their own horoscope, 
which I did. The cathedral bells rang that morning, and I imagined the rest. 
The song was called, Tom's Diner.  
Tom´s Diner was really written from the point of view of my friend Brian, who 
is a photographer, and had made a comment to me one day that he felt that 
as a photographer, he saw his whole life through a pane of glass, and always 
felt like he was the witness to a lot of things, but was never really involved in 
them. So I was sitting at Tom's Restaurant that morning, and suddenly I guess 
I got this weird feeling, it came over me, and I thought, 'well, if I were Brian 
today, how would I be perceiving these different things? And in a way it was 
supposed to be slightly humorous, and not entirely to be taken totally 
seriously. And also I thought of it from a male point of view. I'd originally heard 
it with piano in back, but I don't play piano, so it's a capella.” – Suzanne Vega, 
"Portrait of an Artist," 1987. 
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            Listen and complete the song with the following VERBS (-ing  form) 
            and PREPOSITIONS. 

 
  PRETEND                 KISS                LISTEN              WAIT              STRAIGHTEN  
                    LOOK (2)             SIT                       GET              THINK 

 SHAKE                TRY                FEEL                  TURN                    HITCH 

 

       TO      IN (x2)      BEHIND      ON       AT (x2)      FOR (x2)       INSIDE        OF (x2)        UP  

 

 
 
I am ________________ 
.…...….  the morning 
…...…..  the diner 
…...…..  the corner 
 
I am ________________ 
…...…..  the counter 
…...…..  the man 
To pour the coffee 
 
And he fills it 
Only halfway 
And before 
I even argue 
 
He is ________________ 
Out the window 
At somebody 
Coming in 
 
“It is always 
Nice to see you” 
Says the man 
…...…..  the counter 
 
…...….. the woman 
Who has come …...….. 
She is _______________ 
Her umbrella 
 
And I look 
The other way 
As they are ____________ 
Their hellos 

 
 
 

 
 
I´m ________________ 
Not to see them 
Instead 
I pour the milk 
 
I open  
Up the paper 
There´s a story 
Of an actor 
 
Who had died 
While he was drinking 
It was no one 
I had heard …...…..  
 
And I´m ______________ 
To the horoscope 
And _______________ 
…...….. the funnies 
 
When I´m ____________ 
Someone watching me 
And so 
I raise my head 
 
There´s a woman 
On the outside 
Looking …...…..  
Does she see me? 
 
No she does not 
Really see me 
Cause she sees 
Her own reflection 
 

 
 
And I´m _______________ 
Not to notice 
That´s she´s ______________ 
…...…..  her skirt 
 
And while she´s 
_____________ her stockings 
Her hair 
Is _______________ wet 
 
Oh, this rain 
It will continue 
Through the morning 
As I´m _______________ 
 
To the bells of the cathedral 
I am _______________ 
…...….. your voice … 
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      Listen and complete the song with the following VERBS (-ing  form)  
             and PREPOSITIONS. 

 
PRETEND                 KISS                LISTEN              WAIT              STRAIGHTEN  
                    LOOK (2)             SIT                      GET             THINK 

SHAKE              TRY                FEEL                  TURN                    HITCH 

 

  TO      IN (x2)      BEHIND      ON       AT (x2)      FOR (x2)       INSIDE        OF (x2)        UP  

 
 

 
 
I am sitting 
In the morning 
At the diner 
On the corner 
 
I am waiting 
At the counter 
For the man 
To pour the coffee 
 
And he fills it 
Only halfway 
And before 
I even argue 
 
He is looking 
Out the window 
At somebody 
Coming in 
 
“It is always 
Nice to see you” 
Says the man 
Behind the counter 
 
To the woman 
Who has come in 
She is shaking 
Her umbrella 
 
And I look 
The other way 
As they are kissing 
Their hellos 

   

 
 
I´m pretending 
Not to see them 
Instead 
I pour the milk 
 
I open  
Up the paper 
There´s a story 
Of an actor 
 
Who had died 
While he was drinking 
It was no one 
I had heard of 
 
And I´m turning 
To the horoscope 
And looking 
For the funnies 
 
When I´m feeling 
Someone watching me 
And so 
I raise my head 
 
There´s a woman 
On the outside 
Looking inside 
Does she see me? 
 
No she does not 
Really see me 
Cause she sees 
Her own reflection 
 
 

 
 
And I´m trying  
Not to notice 
That´s she´s hitching 
Up her skirt 
 
And while she´s 
Straightening her stockings 
Her hair 
Is getting wet 
 
Oh, this rain 
It will continue 
Through the morning 
As I´m listening 
 
To the bells of the cathedral 
I am thinking 
Of your voice … 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
© Ana Carmen Sánchez Peña 


