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 Vonda Shepard        

 
 
 
 

was born in New York City, but her family moved to   
California when she was young. Her father, Richmond 
Shepard, taught acting workshops. He was also a mime, 

comedian, film and stage director, playwright and screenwriter, producer, who 
never worked outside of showbusiness. Vonda studied piano from the time she was 
a small girl. Her father says she practiced 6 - 8 hours a day since age 7. She 
studied voice as a teenager. I don't know when she took up the guitar. She studied 
acting for about four years in her early 20's and considered it seriously as her 
career, but ultimately she stuck to music.  
 
Vonda's mother, Hadria (a former fashion model), left the family when Vonda was 
10. The departure of their mother was devastating for Vonda and her three sisters.  
 
She set out on her music career when she was quite young. She started singing in    

LA  clubs when  she  was a teenager.  When  she was  16  her father allowed her to  
 

Vonda 
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pursue her music career full time after she passed her high school equivalency 
exam. She went back and forth from CA to New York and moved to New York only 
few months before being signed for "Ally McBeal".  
 
She borrowed $100,000 from friends and family to produce "It's Good Eve". Among 
her following was future show business power couple David E. Kelly and Michelle 
Pfeiffer. Later, Kelly picked Vonda to do the music for "Ally McBeal". Pfeiffer and 
Vonda were friends for years before (they had the same vocal coach).  
 
For five years Vonda Shepard was the featured performer on “Ally McBeal”. Even 
though the series was cancelled in 2002, Vonda will continue to do what she does 
best -- write and perform original songs. 
 
A little about her creative process: She spends her time writing in a journal for an 
hour a day, and up to five hours composing.  

 
"It really starts with a feeling inside; it's almost visceral," she said of her 

song writing, which tends toward introspective folk rock. "I can tell when I'm 

inspired, and even before I touch the piano I turn on the tape recorder 

because I know something good is on the horizon. Usually, in those moments 

of great inspiration, it comes out as a melody and then sometimes gibberish 

or actual words. . . .  

"I think of it as letting go of the controlling part of the brain and letting the 

subconscious take over."  

 

By the way, Vonda says she is a very happy person. She gets all dark broody stuff 
out in her music. I believe her. If you ever see her perform I'm sure you'll believe 
her too.  

 
 

It´s in his kiss was first recorded in 1964 by Betty Everett.  
It is also called The Shoop Shoop Song. 

 
  ���� Listen to the song as many times as you need and try to  

    answer the following questions. 
  

 
A. Which parts of the body are mentioned in the song? Can you write them 

down? 
 

B. The word deceived (past participle of the verb (1)deceive) appears in the song. 
There is another verb in the song that rhymes with deceived. Which one? 

 

C. Which phrasal verb in the song means “to get information about 
something because you want to know more about it; to learn a fact or piece of 
information for the first time”? 

 

D. Which word rhymes with arms? What does it mean? 
 

E. What is his (2)embrace like, according to the song? (which one of the following 
adjectives appears in the song?) 

 

a. one 
b. worn 
c. warm  
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F. Which one of these lines appears in the lyrics of the song? 
   

a.  Kiss him and squeeze in tight  
b. Kiss him and squeeze him tight 
c. Kissing and squeezing tight 

 

 
LANGUAGE NOTES 

 
(1)deceive= (verb [T]) to make (a person) believe that something false is the truth; 
to trick. 
 

The company deceived customers by selling old computers as new ones. 

 
(2)embrace= (noun and verb [I][T], LITERARY) the act of embracing, holding in the 
arms/ to hold someone tightly with both arms to express love, liking or sympathy; 
hug.  
 

A close embrace. 

She saw them embrace on the station platform. 

 
squeeze= (verb [T]) to hug closely; to apply gentle presssure to, as in affection or 
reassurance. To press something firmly, especially from all sides, in order to change 
its shape, reduce its size or remove liquid from it. 
 

As she waited to go into the exam, he squeezed her hand and wished her good luck. 

Cut the lemon in half and squeeze the juice into the bowl. 

 
tight= (adjective, adverb) held or kept together firmly or closely. 
 

I can't untie the knot - it's too tight. 

The people stood talking in tight groups. 

The plastic cover was stretched tight (= stretched as much as it could be) across the tank. 

 

wanna= want to 
 

 
 
 

 

 ���� Now use your answers in Exercise 1 (questions A to F) to fill 
   in the blanks in the song. Then go to the Key Page and check your  
   answers. 
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       It´s in his kiss  

 
                                           Written by Rudy Clark 
 

                    Performed by Vonda Shepard 
 
 
 
 
Does he love me 
I wanna know 
How can I tell if he loves me so? 
 
(Is it in his _________?) Oh no, 
You'll be deceived 
(Is it in his _________?) Oh no, 
He'll make _________ 
If you wanna know 
If he loves you so 
It's in his kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh yeah 
 
(Or is it in his _________?) Oh no 
It's just his _________ 
(In his _________ embrace?) Oh no 
That's just his arms 
If you wanna know 
If he loves you so 
It's in his kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh yeah 
It´s in his kiss 
(That´s where it is) 
 
_______________________________ 
And _________ what you wanna know 
If it's love if it really is 
It's there in his kiss  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(About the way he acts?) Oh no 
That's not the way 
And you're not listening 
To all I say 
If you wanna know 
If he loves you so 
It's in his kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh yeah 
It´s in his kiss 
(That´s where it is) 
 
Kiss him and...  
 
(About the way he acts?) Oh no 
That's not the way 
And you're not listening 
To all I say 
If you wanna know 
If she loves you so 
It's in her kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh  
If you wanna know 
If she loves you so 
It's in her kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh yeah 
It´s in her kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh yeah 
It´s in her kiss 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



5                           SONGS: NIVEL INTERMEDIO: IT´S IN HIS KISS: VONDA SHEPARD   
 
 

KEY 

It´s in his kiss  
 

���� 
A. eyes / face / arms 
B. believe 
C. find (sth) out 
 

How did you find out about the party? 

[+ question word] I'll just go and find out what's going on outside. 
[+ that] Too late, she found out that the train had been cancelled.  
 

D.   charm= (noun [C][U]) a quality which makes you like or feel attracted to 
someone or something; fascination, attractiveness, the quality of pleasing, 
fascinating, or attracting people. 
 

A woman of great charm. 

It's a town with a lot of charm. 

I had to use all my charms to get him to lend us his car.  

 

E.   a.  warm 
F.   b.  kiss him and squeeze him tight 

 
���� 

Does he love me 
I wanna know 
How can I tell if he loves me so? 
 
(Is it in his eyes?) Oh no, 
You'll be deceived 
(Is it in his eyes?) Oh no, 
He'll make believe 
If you wanna know 
If he loves you so 
It's in his kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh yeah 
 
(Or is it in his face?) Oh no 
It's just his charm 
(In his warm embrace?) Oh no 
That's just his arms 
If you wanna know 
If he loves you so 
It's in his kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh yeah 
It´s in his kiss 
(That´s where it is) 
 
Kiss him and squeeze him tight 

And find out what you wanna know 
If it's love if it really is 
It's there in his kiss  

 

(About the way he acts?) Oh no 
That's not the way 
And you're not listening 
To all I say 
If you wanna know 
If he loves you so 
It's in his kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh yeah 
It´s in his kiss 
(That´s where it is) 
 
Kiss him and...  
 
(About the way he acts?) Oh no 
That's not the way 
And you're not listening 
To all I say 
If you wanna know 
If she loves you so 
It's in her kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh  
If you wanna know 
If she loves you so 
It's in her kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh yeah 
It´s in her kiss 
(That´s where it is) Oh yeah 
It´s in her kiss 

 
 

 Ana Carmen Sánchez Peña 


